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Consulting for Policy Consensus Building: Concept,
Framework, and Practice of Deliberative Think Tanks

Li Ya

[Abstract] Policy disputes have brought increasing challenges for policy making and analysis.
Traditional think tanks can hardly address the policy issues which involve intensified disputes and
are not designed to generate consensus-oriented policy analysis. The article proposes a novel concept
and framework of deliberative think tank (DTT), claiming that it might constitute a solution for as-
sisting policy consensus building. After elaborating DTT’s theoretical foundations, consulting
process, and social functions, it also presents the Laboratory for Deliberative Policy Analysis, a
DTT launched by the author, and one of its consulting projects to show how to practice. The article
concludes with a discussion of the role of DTT in the national governance system and its implications
for think tank research and practice.
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